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2019-2020 Summer Reading Assignment: AP Literature and Composition (12th Grade) 

R.J. Reynolds High School, Mrs. Heather Barto Wiley  

 
Dear AP Literature and Composition Students,  

I am happy you have taken on the rigor of an AP English class, and I applaud the commitment you have made. 

Because my focus is on helping prepare students for the AP English Literature exam, we require that AP English 

Literature and Composition students begin their AP study during the summer to address the following objectives:  

● To establish the expectation that reading texts for AP courses is a critical, meaningful process  

● To establish a shared experience to begin the year’s rigorous academic work 

 

To accomplish these goals, I have chosen some texts that illuminate the work and discussion we’ll be having this 

year.   

 

This document, the class syllabus, and my contact information are all on the class PowerSchool Learning page 

which you will have access to on or after June 11, 2019.  Feel free to email me if you have any questions.  Your 

assignments are listed below.   

 

The assignment and readings for the class have been shared with you on your WSFCS googledocs and is on the AP 

Literature and Composition 2019-2020 PowerSchool page I have created and enrolled you in.  Please email me if 

you need a copy emailed to you. Please be aware that Collegeboard is updating and changing portions of the 

course. 

 

Your assignments will be submitted during class on the first day of class, so please have them completed and ready 

to access in two separate googledocs.  Please email me if you have any questions: hlbartowiley@wsfcs.k12.nc.us  

Enjoy! 

Mrs. Wiley 

Fiction Assignment:  Poetry Assignment:  

1. Read or listen to the novel 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi.  

a. ISBN: 978-1-101-94713-5 

2. After you’ve read the novel, read 

How to Read Literature Like a 

Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
a. This text will give you a foundation 

for “reading between the lines” of 

texts and teaching you how to 

analyze a piece of literature.  

3. On a wsfcs googledoc, complete the 

Fiction Reflection Assignment below 

(it has been shared with you and is 

listed on the PSL page).   
*Please note that you may read the novel on a device or 

listen to it as an audiobook, but for the purpose of the 

assignment, you’ll need a paper copy to complete 

textual evidence and citations.   

1. Use www.poetryfoundation.org  to 

complete the Poetry Reflection 

Assignment below. 

FICTION REFLECTION ASSIGNMENT: 

mailto:hlbartowiley@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/
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Homegoing by Yaa Gaysi  
 

Directions: After reading the novel, choose different chapters to answer the following 

prompts and write a paragraph that makes an argument for your answer to the questions, 

uses MLA textual evidence and citations (Gyasi 135) from the novel to prove your 

argument, and an explanation of how the evidence proves your argument.  You must 

choose FIVE different chapters to reflect upon.   

 

-Create a googledoc on your WSFCS account. (You will submit digitally to PowerSchool 

Learning during the first class period.)  

Name it: YOUR NAME Fiction Reflection Summer Reading 2019 

- Label each journal entry with the question and the section/chapter from the novel you chose to reflect upon it.  

- TIMES NEW ROMAN 12 point font 

-Single-spaced   

1. Idealism: Identify a character who holds an “ideal view of the world.” Then write a well-developed 

paragraph in which you analyze the character’s idealism and its positive or negative consequences. Explain 

how the author’s portrayal of this idealism illuminates the novel’s theme.  

2. Gifts: Identify a character who has been given a literal or figurative gift that is both an advantage and a 

problem.  Write a well-developed paragraph analyzing the complex nature of the gift and how the gift reveals 

the novel’s theme.   

3. HTRLLAP: Choose one chapter of How to Read Literature Like a Professor and create a paragraph that 

explores the connections between that chapter and one character’s chapter in Homegoing.  Be sure to discuss 

a theme that is revealed through that chapter’s topic.   

4. HTRLLAP: Choose one chapter of How to Read Literature Like a Professor and create a paragraph that 

explores the connections between that chapter and one character’s chapter in Homegoing.  Be sure to discuss 

a theme that is revealed through that chapter’s topic.   

5. HTRLLAP: Choose one chapter of How to Read Literature Like a Professor and create a paragraph that 

explores the connections between that chapter and one character’s chapter in Homegoing.  Be sure to discuss 

a theme that is revealed through that chapter’s topic.     

Rubric for Grading:  

Each paragraph is worth 12 points for a total of 60 points for the whole assignment.  Each paragraph should 

contain the following criteria:  

Each paragraph... 

- Identifies an appropriate character. (1 point) 

- Clearly defines the character’s understanding or definition of the topic or connection to How to 

Read Literature Like a Professor (i.e. idealism, gift, etc) (1 point) 

- Responds to a chapter/section that has not been responded to in other paragraphs. (1 point) 

- Is written in Times New Roman 12 point font (1 point) 

- Contains at least three pieces of strong textual evidence to prove the argument (3 points) 

- Each piece of textual evidence is correctly cited (author’s last name   page number)  (Gyasi 321) 

(3 points) 

- Addresses the effect of the topic on the character (1 point) 

- Describes a theme that is a complete sentence, contains a cause and an effect, and is universal (1 

point) 

 

Example:  
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Justice or Injustice: Identify a character who responds in some way to justice or injustice. In a well-

developed paragraph, discuss the character’s definition of justice or injustice, how it affects the 

character, and the theme that is revealed through the character’s response to justice or injustice.  

 

          Jane reacts to injustices committed against her with indignant rebellion, a mission which, though 

fruitless in the achievement of its initial purpose, sets the stage for Jane’s emotional maturation, revealing that 

an individual’s initial resentment towards hardship often results in her personal growth and the expansion of 

her perspective.  Jane’s dissent towards unfair treatment is shown to both herself and her loved ones often 

leads her to a rash response and experiences which she eventually learns to reflect on.  From a young age, 

Jane’s innate sense of independence allows her to formulate the value that she, despite constant personal 

degradation from her emotionally abusive aunt, is entitled to equal treatment by others. Her aunt tells her that 

she doesn’t like “cavillers or questioners” (Bronte 13) even as Jane sits quietly reading a book.  This 

realization illuminates her perspective of her cousin’s unreasonable violence against her.  Although she was 

afraid of her pompous and overindulged cousin John who tortures her by “striking [her] head against the door 

and cutting it” (Bronte 17),  she stands up to his teasing with a fit of enraged screaming, releasing her 

resentment which symbolically functions as her first refusal to adhere to the inappropriate social expectations 

set against her as an orphan dependent on the so-called graces of her aunt. “ Wicked and cruel boy! You are 

like a murderer - you are like a slave driver - you are like the Roman emperors!” (Bronte 17). Though she 

may not have comprehended the significance of her unconformity at such a young age, the novel’s 

retrospective narration permits the inference that she possess at least a budding awareness of her desires for 

fair treatment.   

 

 

   

 

POETRY REFLECTION ASSIGNMENT 

 

AP Lit is all about and only about reading fiction that is both prose and poetry.  In order for you to be prepared 

for the class, I’d like you to read and reflect on some poetry.  Follow the instructions below and complete the 

reflection on a separate googledoc from your Fiction Reflection Assignment as these two assignments will be 

submitted for two separate grades during the first class period.  Please use www.poetryfoundation.org as a 

resource for poetic terms, devices, and published poems.   

 

Assignment:  

1. Read “How to Read a Poem” by Edward Hirsch.  CClick on each of the sixteen short sections for an 

explanations, and take time to explore and read works from the poets and poems linked in these 

explanations; then copy this table into a new WSFCS googledoc and complete the assignment below.    

 

1.Link a poem that has affected you in some way 

(made you happy, played a significant role in your 

life, made you laugh).  (1 point) 

 

2. In a paragraph, explain when and where you first 

encountered the poem, its affect on you, and why you 

think it may have affected you in this way.  (3 points) 

 

1.POEM:  

 

 

 

2. EXPLANATION:  

Comment [1]: Character 

Comment [2]: specifies justice or injustice 

Comment [3]: character's response to the 
topic 

Comment [4]: describes whether the 
character was successful 

Comment [5]: How the character changes 
because they face this topic 

Comment [6]: A sophisticated theme that 
connection the topic to a universal idea 

Comment [7]: All literature should be written 
about in present tense! 

Comment [8]: After the paragraph makes a 
clear argument at the beginning to answer all 
the prompt questions, the writer explicates, or 
breaks down the argument so that it is more 
specific and gives textual evidence and 
explanations that prove both the argument and 
the theme. 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/69955/how-to-read-a-poem
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3. Explore one of the Collections of poems on the 

Poetry Foundation website.  Identify the collection 

that interested you and explain why.  (2 points) 

 

4. Read several of the poems from the collection and 

choose two that affect you in some why.  Link each 

poem (2 points) and after each explain how it affected 

you and why.  (4 points) 

 

3. COLLECTION:  

 

 

 

4. POEM A:  

 

EXPLANATION:  

 

POEM B:  

 

EXPLANATION:  

5. Choose one of the following poets and explore his 

or her biography on the Poetry Foundation Website:   

(1 point) Ross Gay, Amiee Nezhukumatathil, Marilyn 

Nelson, Terrance Hayes,  or Tracy K. Smith 

 

6. Read the poetry of the poet and describe FOUR 

characteristics of his or her style of writing and give 

an example of each.  (What do you notice about the 

way that poet writes compared to other poets: you 

may want to discuss topics, formal or informal 

diction, brief or long syntax, rhythm and rhyme (or 

none), and/or length of poems.  (10 points) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  Link a poem that stood out to you among the 

poems of this poet and in a well-developed 

paragraph, explain why. (2 points) 

5. POET:  

 

 

 

 

6.  

A. Poet’s style:  

A. Example:  

 

B.Style:  

     B. Example:  

 

C.Style:  

     C: Example:  

 

D Style:  

     D: Example:  

 

 

 

7. POEM and WHY:  

 

Total Points: 25 Score:  

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/collections
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/ross-gay
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/aimee-nezhukumatathil#tab-poems
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/marilyn-nelson
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/marilyn-nelson
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/terrance-hayes#tab-poems
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/tracy-k-smith

